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“In order for youth to succeed, adults need to assume more responsibility for
supporting children and families,” said Doyle. “Inter-generational activities and
programs have been proven to be effective in keeping youth connected to their
communities and this summit will help to reinforce that.”

Monroe County and its surrounding communities have made significant
progress in the Positive Youth Development initiative through the asset building
approach.  Examples include the Youth Participation Project, Youth As Resources
program, the Youth Vision mentoring program in Webster Schools, the Prevention
Partner's RAYS (Rochester Area Youth Shine) program, the Center for Youth Service's
Kid's Care, and the Youth Bureau/United Way's Youth Development measurement
project.

The Monroe County Youth Summit is a collaborative effort between Monroe
County Government, elected officials and local leaders. Key players include Special
Counsel to the County Executive Jim Mulley; Monroe County Youth Bureau Director
Steven Wickmark; Monroe County Probation Department Administrator Bob Burns;
Legislator Wayne Zyra, 2nd District; Legislator Bob Zink, 13th District; Legislator Karla
Boyce, 12th District; Pittsford Town Supervisor Bill Carpenter; Webster Town
Supervisor Cathryn Thomas; Perinton Town Supervisor Jim Smith; Sweden Town
Supervisor Nat Lester; Clarkson Town Supervisor Paul Kimball; Hamlin Town
Supervisor Austin Warner; School Superintendents Bill Cala (Fairport), Tom Strining
(Webster), Steve Waltz (Greece); and Mayor Clark King (Fairport).

The summit is being held by invitation only.  Local youth and adults were
identified as leaders in the asset initiative and were invited to attend.  Through their
participation in the summit, these individuals will be further empowered to
encourage others to embrace Positive Youth Development and implement new asset
building initiatives in their communities.
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For further information, call:
Communications and Special Events at 428-2380
See us on the web at www.co.monroe.ny.us


